15.   THE DAIRAT-UL-MAARIF.

The Dairat-ul-Maarif was founded by the late Nawab Imadul
ilulk Bahadur (Syed Husam Bilgrami, C.S.I.) and the late Mulla
Abdul Qayyum Sahib m 1205 Fash for the publication of rare
books in Arabic. It commenced its work in 1299 Fasli with a
giant of Rs. 500 per mensem from His Exalted Highness' Govern-
ment. Subsequently in 1329 F. an endowment of one lac of
rupees was made over to the Institution and in 1331 F., His
Exalted Highness was graciously pleased to sanction an additional
grant of Rs. four lacs and this total endowment Rs. five lacs
brings an annual income of Rs. 30,000.

The Institution was placed under the control of the University
on the sad death of Nawab Imadul Mulk Bahadur on the 2nd
Thir 1335 F.(24th Zikadah 1844 II.). Dr. Nawab Sir Hydar Nawaz
Jung Bahadur, Finance Member, Executive Council, is now the
Chairman of the Executive Committee with whom the manage-
ment rests and Nawab Mahdi Yar Jung Bahadur is the Secretary.
This Committee is helped by a literary Committee which assists
it in selecting books for publication, etc. The staff consists of a
Superintendent, an Asst. Superintendent, and six Arabic scholars
who edit the texts and correct proofs. They are helped in their
work by the noted European Orientalist Mr. Krenkow, who
secures for the Institution copies of rare books in the British
Museum and other European libraries ; besides correcting texts,
reading proofs, etc. The total number of Arabic books published
by this institution is 63, but some of them are in four to twelve
volumes. Its publications are in great demand not only in India
but in Egypt, Arabia, Afghanistan and Europe.